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ABSTRACT  

 

A study on the insect pollinators of oil palm was 

carried out on two fruit forms: Dura and Tenera, 

(ages ten and seven respectively), in Ghana. The 

aim was to understand how average monthly 

population density of the pollinators relates to one 

another, and to two bunch parameters (fruitset and 

fruit-to-bunch ratio). Nine species (all in the order 

Coleoptera) were consistently seen on the spikelets 

of anthesising male inflorescences, and eleven 

species on receptive female inflorescences. Six 

were of the Elaeidobius genus: E. kamerunicus, E. 

plagiatus, E. singularis, E. subvittatus, E. 

bilineatus, and Elaeidobius sp.1 (unidentified 

species); two each were of the Microporum genus: 

M. congolenses, M. dispar, and the Prosoestus 

genus: P. scuptilis, P. minor; while one species was 

of either Atheta or Forficula. The pollinators were 

observed to be positively related, and to varying 

degree of significance. Fruitset level was 

acceptably high, indicating adequate pollinator 

population and efficient pollination. There was a 

positive relationship between population density of 

the pollinators and fruitset, and a negative 

relationship between the bunch parameters. A 

number of other insects were seldom observed 

around the male and female inflorescences; their 

role could not be defined.  
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